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INTRODUCTION 

For  some  time  within  USIS  Germany  there  has  been  considerable  discussion 
concerning  the  role  which  USIS's  cultural  activities  play  in  creating  a 
better  climate  of  opinion  concerning  U.S.  foreign  policies  among  the  Yifest 
German  population.   In  its  extremes,  the  two  lines  of  argument  have  run 
approximately  as  follows  j 

(1)  "Individuals  exposed  to  U.S.  cultural  activities  develop 

a  generally  receptive  air  towards  the  U.S.   Consequently, 
they  will  be  more  favorably  disposed  to  either  accept  or 
at  least  tolerate  U.S.  foreign  policy  actions  when  a 
concrete  instance  arises." 

(2)  "Reactions  to  U.S.  foreign  policies  have  absolutely  nothing 

to  do  with  opinion  concerning  American  culture.   It  is, 
therefore,  a  waste  of  time  and  effort  to  push  a  cultxxral 
program  as  a  means  of  influencing  German  opinion  to 
understand  and  accept  U.S.  foreign  policy." 

In  order,  therefore,  to  study  the  actual  relationship  of  opinion  of 
U.S.  culture  (in  the  broadest  sense)  to  opinion  of  U.S.  foreign  policies, 
the  present  study  was  instituted. 

So  that  sponsorship  of  the  study  could  not  be  detected  -  at  least  until 
the  essential  information  had  been  obtained  -  introduction  to  the  inquiry 
was  presented  on  the  basis  of  people's  evaluations  of  foreign  countries.  The 
early  part  of  the  questionnaire  contained  successive  queries  about  areas  of 
life  in  England,  America,  France,  and  Russia.   Only  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  interview  did  questions  turn  directly  to  respondents'  reactions  to 
various  U.S.  foreign  policy  actions. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  study,  interviewing  was  confined  to  the  adult 
population  of  the  Federal  Republic  (i.e.  excluding  West  Berlin).  A  probabi- 
lity sample  of  965  cases  of  West  Germans,  18  years  of  age  and  older,  was 
intejrviev^ed  by  DI¥0,  Marktforschung  -  Meinungsforschung  -  Sozialforschung, 
FrarJcfurt  am  Main/Bad  Godesberg  during  the  period  December  5  through 
December  13,  1959. 


SUMMARY 

Part  I   -  Assessment  of  Foreign  Cultural  Achievements 

Early  in  the  analysis,  it  was  observed  that  respondents  not  only  had 
a  more  favorable  opinion  of  American  Culture  than  that  of  England,  France, 
and  Russia,  but  that  more  of  them  had  an  actual  opinion  about  it  than  about 
the  others.   However,  according  to  our  West  German  interviewees,  their 
opinion  of  Russian  Culture  has  improved  the  most  over  the  past  five  years. 

The  strongest  feature  of  American  Galture  is  seen  in  our  "scientific" 
accomplishments,  while  the  "arts"  are  named  most  often  in  connection  with 
English,  French,  or  Russian  Culture.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  almost  as  many 
people  named  American  "arts"  as  our  weakest  aspect,  as  named  it  as  our 
strongest. 

Part  II  -  Relative  Interest  in  and  Knowledge  of  Foreign  Culture 

The  great  majority  of  the  West  Germans  admit  that  they  have  little  or 
no  interest  in  the  cultural  achievements  of  foreign  countries.   It  trails 
interest  in  the  other  areas  named  (social  problems,  foreign  policy,  and 
economy).  Further,  low  as  interest  is,  claimed  knowledge  is  even  lower. 

However,  despite  this  fact,  wherever  there  is_  some  knowledge,  the  level 
assigned  to  U.S.  Culture  is  higher. 

Part  III  -  U.S.  Culture  and  U.S.  Foreign  Policies 

Possession  of  a  favorable  opinion  of  U.S.  Culture  is  not  associated 
with  a  more  favorable  opinion  of  U.S.  foreign  policy  actions.  Knowledge 
of  U.S.  Culture  is  I  Knowledge  of  any  of  the  other  areas  of  U.S.  life, 
however,  is  equally  important. 

People  without  any  knowledge  of  American  life  are  found  to  be  the  least 
in  favor  of  U.S.  policies.  But,  significantly,  the  gain  in  ppo-Aaericanism 
is  greatest  when  knowledge  of  (any)  aspect  of  U.S.  life  gets  off  the  zero 
point  in  the  slightest  degree.  With  further  knowledge,  while  there  is  a 
further  gain,  this  gain  is  much  less  than  that  for  those  v/ith  a  minim\im 
of  knowledge. 


Part  I  -  Assessnient  of  Foreign  Cultural  Achievements 

AI.ERICA'S  CnLTURAL  LEVEL  SEEN  TOPPING  ENGLAND'S,  FRANCE'S  ... 
ALL  THREE  ABE  SEEN  FAR  ABOVE  THAT  OF  RUSSIA  . . . 

As  a  first  question,  and  as  an  easy  introduction  to  the  subject  under 
investigation,  our  sample  of  West  Germans  was  asked  to  give  their  evaluation 
of  the  cultural  level  of  England,  America,  France,  and  Russia.* 

The  "scalometer"  device  was  utilized  to  elicit  their  estimation  of  the 
cultural  level  existing  in  the  different  countries.   In  presenting  this 
scale,  each  respondent  was  faced  with  a  series  of  ten  squares  -  five  white  and 
five  black.  The  white  squares  represented  the  favorable  side  of  the  evalua- 
tion, while  the  black  ones  represented  the  -unfavorable  side.   If  the 
respondent  felt  like  assigning  an  extreme  valuation,  he  selected  a  square 
towards  the  ends  of  the  series,  while  if  he  did  not  feel  too  favorably 
or  unfavorably  inclined  he  could  select  a  square  more  in  the  center. 

The  pattern  of  responses  show  that  on  the  overall  "favorable"  side 
the  U.S.  would  appear  to  be  judged  slightly  ahead  of  England  and  France 
{^9p   as  against  53?b  and  52^0).  ■'-ven  when  obtaining  the  Net  Opinion  Score 
(favorable  responses  minus  those  unfavorably  disposed),  the  U.S.  lead  is 
a  slight  one  -  +55,  as  compared  with  +50  for  England  and  +46  for  France. 

In  reality,  however,  the  lead  is  a  more  significant  one.  Attention 
is  invited  to  the  fact  that  although  there  are  almost  as  many  people  with 
favorable  opinions  of  the  cultural  level  in  Sngland  and  France  as  there  are 
assigning  a  favorable  rating  to  that  of  the  U.S.,  that  with  respect  to 
England  and  France  there  are  more  people  contenting  themselves  with  a 
barely  favorable  response  (selection  of  categories  of  +1  and  +2)  than  there 
are  selecting  the  more  favorable  extremes  (categories  of  +1I   and  +5).  V/hen 
judging  the  cultural  level  in  the  U.S.,  however,  there  are  almost  half  of 
those  selecting  a  favorable  response  to  be  found  in  the  two  top  categories 
{27^0   of  the  39fo). 


Estimation  of  the  level  of  culture  in  their  own  country  was  purposely 
omitted.  Although  it  would  have  undoubtedly  been  hijher  than  that 
accorded  the  foreign  countries  and  would  have  furnished  a  base  line 
against  which  to  judge  assessment  of  foreign  culture,  it  would  have 
unduly  lengthened  the  questionjiaire.  As  ovx   primary  purpose  was  to 
study  the  relationship  of  opinion  of  U.S.  culture  to  opinion  of 
U.S.  foreign  policies  in  a  context  within  which  the  sponsorship  could 
not  be  detected  until  the  requisite  information  had  been  obtained, 
omission  of  a  German  "base  line"  was  immaterial. 


The  differences  between  the  percentages  selecting  unfavorable  judgments 
about  the  cultural  levels  in  these  three  Western  coiintries  are  statistically 
insignificant  and  can  be  ignored. 

"How  high  would  you  say  the  cultural  level  of  England 
is  today?  And  how  about  (America),  (France),  (Russia)?" 


V/est  Germany 
(965) 


Er.gland 


+  5 

+  ■\ 

+  5 

+  2 

+  1 


-  1 

-  2 

-  5 

-  4 

-  5 

No  opinion 
NET  SCORE 


)51ffo 


)   3 


14 

15 

10 

6 

4 

2 
2 


'59?^o 


)  5 


France 


11 

15  )52?i 

12 

10 

6 

2 

2 
1 


Russia 

f] 

8  )549^ 
10  ) 

9  ) 


]      I]      l\ 


)20 


10^ 

+  50 


IC 

+  53 


46 


1( 

+  14 


Net  judgment  of  the  cultural  level  in  the  Soviet  l&iion  returns  a  barely 
favorable  assessment  (Net  Score  of  +14),  with  most  of  the  favorable  responses 
barely  getting  over  the  line  from  indifference  or  neutrality.   These  judgments, 
naturally,  are  in  sharp  distinction  from  that  previously  cited  concerning  the 
V/estem  Powers,  and  undoubtedly  reflect  the  difference  in  basic  attitude  towards 
the  Soviet  Union  as  against  England,  France,  and  the  United  States. 

OVER  THE  PAST  5  YEARS  OPINION  OF  SOVIET  CULTURE  RECORDS  THE  BIGGEST  GAIN  ... 

It  is  understood  that  individuals  cannot  be  expected  to  accurately  report 
what  their  attitudes  or  opinions  were  at  some  point  in  the  past.   However,  by 
asking  them  to  utilize  the  same  rating  system  to  portray  their  earlier  opinions, 
it  is  possible,  by  comparing  the  relative  shifts  in  opinion,  to  determine  with 
respect  to  which  country  the  largest  change  in  opinion  has  occurred. 

The  relative  positions  of  the  countries  is  approximately  the  same  five 
years  ago  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  currently,  i.e.  past  opinion  of  the  cultural 
level  in  the  U.S.  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  England  or  France;  and 
all  three  were  far  in  advance  of  the  level  for  Russia. 

The  really  significant  fact  here  is  not  the  absolute  fig\ires  supposedly 
representing  individuals'  beliefs  concerning  their  own  evaluation  of  the 
cultural  level  in  the  different  countries  five  years  ago,  but  the  changes  in 
opinions  reported  for  each  count "^y  over  the  years. 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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To  simplify  examination  of  this  question  use  is  made  of  the  differences 
1>«-tween  the  Net  Scores  recorded  for  present  judgment  (in  the  first  question) 
and  the  Net  Score  recorded  for  the  earlier  period  (the  second  que«-t>iew  -ij3,_ 
the  "battery). 

From  the  earlier  time  period  until  the  present,  opinion  of  the  cultural 
level  in  England  advanced  from  +42  to  +50;   that  concerrurv;  "the  United  States 
went  from  +48  to  -f55;  v/hile  that  'for  France  increased  from  +40  to  +46. 
These  "gains"  (of  8,  5,  and  6)  are  much  more  modest  in  contrast  with  the  3™^?  of 
19  points  found   in  comparison  of  the  Net  Scores  for  the  cultural  level  in 
the  Soviet  Union  five  years  ago  (-5)  as  against  today  (+I4). 

"It  very  seldom  happens  that  a  person  sticks  to  his 
opinion  through  too  long  a  period  of  time.  And  how 
is  it  with  you?  V/ould  you  please  indicate  on  this 
card  what  your  impression  was  5  years  ago  concerning 
the  cultural  level  in  Eng'land,  (America),  (France), 
(Russia)." 


opinion 


NET  SCORE 


West  Germany 

England 

America 

France 

Russia 

5 ; 

1465^ 

lOfo) 

12    ) 

14     5^0 
10   ) 
6   ) 

12    )Wo 
12    ) 
9    ) 

?1 

9 ) 

4 

4 

7 

8 

1 ) 
1 ) 

1 ) 

1   ) 

11 

2    ' 
2    ' 
1    ' 

■K-     ^ 
1     ] 

)  6 

6  ) 
6 

4  )26 

5  ) 

7  ) 

100^0 

1005^0 

41 

•45  , 

42 


48 


40 
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Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 


3  - 


STRONGEST  FEATURE  OP  AMERICAN  CULTURAL  LIFE  SEEN  IN  SCIENTIFIC  AREA  , . . 
STRONGEST  ASPECTS  OF  ENGLISH,  FRENCH,  RUSSIAN  CULTURE  IS  IN  THEIR  ARTS  ... 

A  series  of  eight  successive  open  questions  called  for  West  German 
opinion  as  to  the  strongest  and  the  weakest  aspects  of  the  cultural  life 
of  the  four  countries  (England,  America,  Frajice,  and  Russia)  previously 
mentioned. 

In  order  to  achieve  a  simplified  means  of  comparing  the  answers  to 
these  questions,  all  replies  were  classified  under  comparable  codes, 
both  for  the  strongest  and  weakest  aspects.  The  Summary  Table  below, 
therefore,  by  presenting  an  overall  code  of  the  strongest  and  weakest 
points  mentioned  for  each  of  the  countries,  enables  us  not  only  to  study 
the  views  of  the  best  and  worst  features  of  a  given  country's  cultural 
life,  but  also  permits  cross-country  comparisons. 

V/hile  the  sequence  of  the  questions  asked  first  about  England,  and 
then  about  America,  France  and  Russia,  we  will  first  turn  attention  to 
the  replies  concerning  America  -  and  then  compare  them  with  the  attitudes 
towards  the  other  countries. 

In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  realized  that  only  with  respect  to 
the  United  States  did  a  majority  of  the  West  German  respondents  find  it 
possible  to  mention  some  aspect  of  American  cultiiral  life  as  its  strongest 
point.   In  reply  to  the  strongest  aspects  of  the  cultural  life  of  all  the 
other  countries,  never  more  than  four  out  of  ten  people  in  the  sample  actiially 
mentioned  some  favorable  aspect.  Most  of  the  comments  concerning  the  strong- 
est aspects  of  American  cultural  life  were  connected  with  the  "scientific" 
area  (56^  of  all  respondents),  while  the  "arts"  were  the  second  most 
frequently  mentioned  area  (29^).  The  most  significant  difference  between 
the  two  aspects  of  American  cultural  life  is  to  be  seen  in  the  percentage 
naming  these  two  areas  as  America's  weakest  aspects.  Hardly  anyone  mentioned 
"science"  (l^)>  but  almost  as  many  were  critical  of  American  "arts"  (22^)  as 
had  praised  it  as  one  of  our  strongest  cultural  aspects. 

V/ith  respect  to  England,  France,  and  Russia  (and  this  is  particularly 
true  of  France),  most  favorable  comments  were  concerned  with  the  "arts", 
rather  than  with  "science".  And  while  there  was  also  some  mention  of  the 
"arts"  as  among  the  weakest  aspects  of  cultural  life  in  the  three  European 
countries,  in  no  case  was  the  percentage  doing  so  anywhere  near  the  per- 
centage naming  it  as  one  of  the  strongest  aspects. 
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"In  which  particular  aspect  of  its  cultural  life  is  ... 
stroiigest?*' 

"In  which  particular  aspect  of  its  cultural  life  is  ... 
weakest?" 

Summary  Table 


En.-land 

America 

France 

Russia 

Strong 

V/eak 

Strong 

?/eak 

Strong 

Weak 

Strong 

V/eak 

Aspects : 

Arts  (literature,  art, 
music,  film,  radio, 
fashions) 

2^0 

11?^= 

2% 

22^0 

A&fo 

6/. 

2S^o 

\^o 

Science  (technology, 
atomic  research, 
medicine,  architec- 
ture) 

10 

2 

36 

1 

4 

5 

22 

1 

Social  Science  (insti- 
tutions, way  of  life, 
religion) 

5 

■x- 

9 

. 

7 

. 

14 

Education 

5 

- 

2 

2 

* 

1 

1 

2 

Sports 

Others  (including  agri- 
culture, politics) 

SUB>TOTAL 

6 

48/° 

_2 

2afo 

2 

62^0 

55^ 

* 
-1 

4 

4 

_2 

58/o 

_2 

2Sfo 

All  Aspects 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

No  Aspects 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

8 

1 

Ko  Answer 
TOTAL 

10&}0@ 

78  , 

lOCFp 

Al 
1157^.© 

64 
10^^ 

51 
110/^ 

75  . 
10(^. 

d8 
114/0© 

.67 
102/b© 

Of  course,  there  are  some  interesting  additional  West  German  views  of 
cultural  life  in  England,  America,  France,  and  Russia.  The  social  institutions 
(social  welfare  systems),  ways  of  life  -  shown  above  under  "social  science"  - 
while  not  heavily,  were  exclusively  criticized.  That  is,  there  were  small  per- 
centages mentioning  these  aspects  as  among  the  weakest  points  in  the  four 
countries,  but  there  was  almost  no  one  mentioning  these  as  among  the  strongest 
aspects  for  any  country.  For  Russia,  in  particular,  these  criticisms  wore 
about  half  of  all  of  those  which  were  made  (I4/  of  the  29/).  "Sports",  on  the 
other  hand,  whenever  they  were  mentioned  only  came  in  as  a  strong  and  never  as 
a  weak  point  of  a  country's  cult-oral  life. 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 

©  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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WITH  RESPECT  TO  ALL  COUNTRIES  (U.S.  PARTICUUiRLY)  LITERATURE,  MUSIC,  PAINTDJG 
IS  CONTROVERSIAL  ... 

The  category  which  was  presented  in  the  foregoino  Summary  Table  as  the 
"arts"  was  actually  the  sum  of  three  further  divisions  -  (l)  literature, 
music,  and  painting;   (2)  theater,  film,  and  radio;  and  (5)  fashions. 

It  is  true  for  all  four  countries  that  there  are  more  West  Germans 
mentioning  literature,  music  and  painting  as  a  strong  aspect  of  that 
country's  culture  than  there  are  mentioning  the  other  areas  of  theater,  film, 
and  radio  or  fashions.  However,  it  is  also  true  that  it  is  the  first,  rather 
than  the  second  or  third  of  these  that  comes  in  for  the  most  adverse  comments, 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States,  moreover,  this  goes  so  far  ■ 
that  there  are  actually  more  people  mentioning  American  literature >  music, 
and  painting  as  one  of  the  weakest  points  in  American  culture  than  there  axe 
naming  it  as  one  of  our  strongest  (18%  as  against  15%  on  the  favorable  side 
of  the  ledger). 

Literature,  Theater, 

Music,      Film,  TOTAL 

Painting    Radio    Fashions     "Arts" 


England 


Strongest 
Weakest 


10 


¥ 


22% 
11 


America 


Strongest 

Y/eakest 


Strongest 
V/eakest 


Strongest 
Weakest 


15 
18 

14 
4 

21 

5 

14 

1 

17 
7 

12 

3 

13 


Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent, 
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Parx  II  -  rielative  Interest  in  and  I-Cnowledge  of  Foreign  Culture 

In  the  first  part  of  this  report,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  present  a 
picture  of  (l)  how  high  West  Germans  assess  the  cultural  level  in  England, 
America,  France,  and  Russia;   (2)  towards  which  country  has  their  opinion 
changed  the  most  in  recent  years}  and  (5)  in  which  particular  aspects  of 
culture  do  they  think  each  country  is  especially  strong  or  weak. 

In  the  current  part,  attention  will  be  turned  to  the  relative  interest  in 
and  knowledge  of  culture  in  these  four  countries  by  examining  answers  concern- 
ing their  interest  in  social  problems  and  social  welfare,  in  foreign  policy, 
in  cultural  achievements,  and  in  the  economy  of  England,  America,  France,  and 
Russia. 

Section  A;  Interest 

REUTIVSLY  LITTLE  INTEREST  EI  FOREIGN  CULTURAL  ACHIEVEIENTS  . . . 
ALIVAYS  TRAILS  EfTEEEST  IN  FOFJIIGF  POLICY,  SCONQItlY,  SOCIAL  PROBLEMS  AND 
TOLFARE  . . . 

The  first  striking  fact  that  emerges  from  sui  examination  of  the  four 
tables  to  follow  (concerning  each  of  the  countries)  is  that  interest  in  the 
cultural  achievements  of  England,  America,  France,  or  of  Russia  is  usually 
the  lowest  of  the  elements  in  the  question.   Interest  in  the  foreign  policy 
of  each  country  invariably  emerges  as  the  poinx  which  arouses  their  greatest 
interest,  while  interest  in  the  economy  of  the  country  is  always  second. 

"How  niuch  interest  do  you  have  in  each  of  the  following 
aspects  of  ...  life?  (Great  interest,  some  interest, 
little  or  no  interest?)" 


Social  problems  Foreign  Cultural 

and  welfare     policy  achievements  Economy 


18 

58 

18 

lOO^-b 


England 

Great  interest 

% 

Some  interest 

15 

Little  or  no  interest 

65 

No  opinion 

10(^0 

America 

Great  interest 

9^« 

Some  interest 

25' 

Little  or  no  interest 

"^2 

No  opinion 

16 
10(^0 

^0 

% 

23 

16 

51 

64 

10(^0 

\Jio 

^Jo 

2L 

19 

45 

59 

14 

16 

10(^. 

\mk 

12^0 
21 

50 

lOC^o 


One  f\irther  factor  worth  noticing  is  the  greater  interest  in  all  four 
aspects  of  American  life,  as  compared  with  these  same  aspects  of  English, 
French,  and  Russian  life.  This  confirms  the  situation  previously  noted  — 
that  more  West  Germans  named  both  strong  and  weak  points  of  American 
cultural  life  than  were  able  (or  interested)  to  do  so  for  the  other  three 
countries. 

"How  much  interest  do  you  have  in  each  of  the  following 
aspects  of  .*.  life?  (Great  interest,  some  interest, 
little  or  no  interest?)" 


Social  problems  Foreign  Cultural 

and  welfeire     policy  achievements  Economy 


France 

Great  interest 

4> 

ll/o 

^ 

^ 

Some  interest 

15 

20 

16 

15 

Little  or  no  interest 

65 

53 

61 

60 

No  opinion 

18 

16 

18 

19 

100^0 

lOC^o 

lOQffo 

100^0 

Russia 

Great  interest 

^ 

2(^ 

6/. 

9/o 

Sorae  interest 

16 

18 

15 

15 

Little  or  no  interest 

58 

46 

61 

57 

No  opinion 

18 
lOC^^ 

16 
lOO/o 

18 
loa/i 

10(^0 

Another,  simpler,  way  to  see  the  relationship  between  interest  in  the 
cultural  life,  and  interest  in  the  foreign  policy,  economy,  or  in  the  social 
problems  of  England,  America,  France,  or  Russia  is  to  examine  merely  the 
percentages  of  the  population  expressing  at  least  some  interest  In  c^ch  of  these 
aspects  for  each  country  (and  ignoring  the  percentages  who  either  admit  that 
they  are  completely  disinterested  or  who  did  not  answer  the  question).  That 
has  been  done  in  the  table  below. 

Percentage  of  the  West  German  Population 


vath  Sorae  Interest 

in  - 

ial  problems 

For:jign 

Soc 

Cultural 

policy 

liiconomy 

and 

welfare 

achievements 

of  England 

3?^o 

24'/= 

20^0 

19?^o 

of  America 

45 

33 

32 

25 

of  France 

51 

21 

19 

21 

of  Russia 

38 

24 

24 

21 
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APPROXIi:uiTELY  HA.LF  OF  THOSE  INTERESTED  DT  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  AI^O  INTERESTED 
n.'  CULTURAL  ACHIEVM^ffiNTS  IN  THE  SAME   COUNTRY  . . . 

BUT  EIGHT  OUT  OF  TEN  OF  THOSE  INTERESTED  IN  A  COUNTRY'S  CULTURAL  ACHIEVEMENTS 
ARE  ALSO  INTERESTED  IN  ITS  FOREIGN  POLICIES  ... 

By  cross -tabula ting-  the  replies  of  our  respondents  on  the  question  of 
the  degree   of  interest  that  they  have  in  the  foreign  policies  of  the  different 
countries  and  in  the  cultural  achievements  of  these  sane  countries:,  we  can 
further  see  the  greater  appeal  of  foreign  policy  as  against  foreign  culture. 

'.Thile  four  tables  were  tabulated  (one  ■pith  respect  to  each  of  the 
countries),  since  the  results  were  very  sinilar,  only  two  -  the  United  States 
and  Russia  »  will  be  presented  here  in  order  to  spare  the  reader  as  much  as 
possible. 

In  the  first  of  the  tables  below  (concerning  the  United  States),  the 
replies  concerning  the  degree  of  interest  in  the  cultural  achievements  in  the 
U.S.  have  been  percentaged  separately  for  those  who  said  they  had  "some"  or 
"very  great"  interest  in  Acerica's  foreign  policy  as  against  those  who  were 
disinterested.  "^Then  this  was  done,  it  appeared  that  even  among  the  group 
"interested"  in  America's  foreign  policy  only  half  (4^^)  were  as_  "interested" 
in  America's  cultural  achievements.   It  is  only  to  be  expected  that  among 
those  who  were  not  particularly  interested  in  this  (most  popular)  phase,  very 
few  would  then  turn  around  and  claim  to  be  interested  in  American  cultural 
progress  (Sf^o), 


'How  much  interest  do  you  have  in  each  of  the  following 


aspects  of  American  life' 
little  or  no  interest?)" 


(Great  interest,  some  interest. 

Foreign  Policy 

Little 
Great/Soine  or  no     No 


interest 

interest 
(413) 

87 

5 

lOQji 

opinion 

Culturcl  Achievements 

Great/Som.e  interest 
Little  or  no  interest 
No  opinion 

(415) 

49^ 

49 

2 

loa/i 

fl37) 

4^b 

5 

When  this  same  cross-tabulation  is  percentaged  on  the  basis  of  their 
interest  in  America's  cultural  achievements,  we  find  that  eight  out  of  ten 
(in  this  case  84^)  are  that  interested  in  American  foreign  policy,  while 
among  those  who  have  little  or  no  interest  in  the  cultural  aspects  there 
are  still  sizeable  numbers  (56%)  with  a  measurable  degree  of  interest  in 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  U.S. 

"How  much  interest  do  you  have  in  each  of  the  following 
aspects  of  American  life?  (Great  interest,  some  interest, 
little  or  no  interest?)" 

Cultural  Achievements 


Little 

Great/Some 

or  no 

No 

interest 
(258) 

^Hif 

opinion 

(157) 

Foreign  Policy 

Great/Some  interest 

b^io 

■b^io 

% 

Little  or  no  interest 

15 

65 

14 

No  opinion 

10(^0 

lOC^o 

10(^0 

The  figures  pertaining  to  interest  in  these  same  two  areas  concerning 
Russia  are  almost  exactly  the  same  as  for  the  United  States,  while  those  for 
England  and  France  are  similar  but  insignificantly  smaller. 


"How  much  interest  do  you  have  in  each  of  the  following 
aspects  of  Russian  life?  (Great  interest,  some  interest, 
little  or  no  interest?)" 

Foreign  Policy 


Cultural  Achievements 

Great/Some  interest 
Little  or  no  interest 
No  opinion 


Foreign  Policy 

Great/Some  interest 
Little  or  no  interest 
No  opinion 


Great/Some 
interest 
(571) 

Little 
or  no 
interest 
(459) 

No 

opinion 
(155) 

45/o 
52 

6% 
89 

100?i 

5% 
3 

10^ 

Cultural  Achievements 

Great/Some 
interest 
(201)   ■ 

Little 
or  no 
interest 
(587) 

No 

opinion 
(175) 

84% 
15 

10^0 

5^0 
67 

7% 
12 
81 
10^ 

10  - 


Section  B;  'Knowledge 

KNOWLEDGE  OF  FOREIGN  CULTURAL  ACHIEVEMENTS  ALWAYS  LOVffiR  THAN  CLAIMED 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  FOREIGN  POLICY  ... 

The  proportion  of  the  V/est  German  population  claiming  to  know  something 
about  the  foreign  policy  of  England,  America >  France,  or  of  Russia  is  always 
higher  than  that  found  claiming  to  know  much  about  the  cultural  achievements 
of  that  same  country. 

For  example,  about  one  person  out  of  three  (3^)  felt  that  he  had  at 
least  some  knowledge  of  America's  foreign  policy,  whereas  about  half  as  many 
(1^)  claimed  to  have  some  knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements.  Similar 
results  were  obtained  with  respect  to  England  (24'/J  and  ll^a),  France  (22^  and 
14>),  and  Russia  (27fo   and  12^'^).  For  e:tact  data,  see  th©  follotrinfir  tables. 


"How  much,  would  you  say,  you  know  about  each  of  the 
following  aspects  of  ...  life?  (Great  deal,  some 
knowledge,  little  or  no  knowledge?)" 


Social  problems  Foreign  Cultural 


and 

welfare 

policy 

achievements 

Economy 

England 

Great  deal 

¥ 

4^0 

¥ 

r/^ 

Some  Icnowledge 

Q 

20 

10 

15 

Little  or  no  knowledge 

75 

65 

74 

68 

No  opinion 

10(^0 

10(^i 

lOa/o 

16 

1005^0 

America 

Great  deal 

3/o 

9fo 

2fo 

6^0 

Some  knowledge 

13 

23 

16 

19 

Little  or  no  knowledge 

69 

55 

67 

60 

No  opinion 

ioo;'o 

13 

lOO^b 

lOC^o 

15, 
10(^S 

France 

Great  deal 

2/. 

5/. 

2fo 

5fo 

Some  knowledge 

7 

17 

12 

10 

Little  or  no  knowl< 

3dge 

74 

63 

70 

69 

No  opinion 

17 

13 

iWo 

16 

18 

lOC^i 

10(^'i 

lOC^o 

Russia 

Great  deal 

2yo 

l1o 

^0 

5/o 

Some  knowledge 

10 

20 

10 

12 

Little  or  no  knowledge 

71 

58 

70 

67 

No  opinion 

i^ 

15^ 

18 
lOC^' 

18 
10^ 

11 


KNOWLEDGE  (IN  ALL  AREAS)  INVARIABLY  LOWER  THAN  INTEREST  IN  THAT  SAME  ASPECT  ... 

One  should  not  lose  sight  of  thu  fact  that  there  is  still  room  for  a 
large  amount  of  information  to  be  passed  on  to  the  West  German  populace  with 
respect  to  all  four  of  the  areas  -  social  problems,  foreign  policy,  cultural 
achievements,  and  economy.  That  they  would  accept  such  information  can  be 
deduced  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  higher  level  of  interest  in  these  areas 
than  there  is  knowledge. 

V/hile  4.3  percent  said  that  they  had  at  least  some  interest  in  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  U.S.,  only  32  percent  claimed  to  hive  at  least  some  knowledge 
about  it.  The  same  holds  true  for  American  cultviral  achievements  -  25  percent 
claimed  some  interest,  while  18  percent  claimed  some  knowledge. 

Similar  relationships  are  to  be  noted  for  each  of  the  areas  with  respect 
to  the  countries  mentioned. 


With  respect  to  - 

(Social  problems 
England  (^^^^^Sn  policy 

— -^ (Cultural  achievements 

(Economy 

(Social  problems 
fPoreign  policy 
(Cultural  achievements 

(Economy 

(Social  problems 
(Foreign  policy 
(Cultural  achievements 
(Econouy 

(Social  problems 
(Foreign  policy 
^Cultural  achievements 
(Economy 


America 


France 


Russia 


Percent  with  at  least  some 

Excess  of 
Interest  over 

Interest 

Knowledge 

Knowledge 

20/0 

10/, 

lC5^o 

32 

24 

8 

19 

11 

8 

24 

16 

8 

52 

16 

16 

43 

32 

11 

25 

18 

7 

35 

25 

8 

19 

9 

10 

31 

22 

9 

21 

14 

7 

21 

13 

8 

24 

12 

12 

38 

27 

11 

21 

12 

0 

21 

15 

6 
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A  cross-tabulation  of  the  replies  of  the  respondents  on  the  question  of 
the  amount  of  knowledge  they  claimed  to  have  of  the  foreign  policies  of  the 
different  covmtries  and  of  the  cultural  achievements  of  these  sane  countries, 
returned  results  strikingly  similar  to  those  presented  above  concerning  interest 
in  these  sane  areas;   that  is,  among  those  claiming  some  knowledge  of  foreign 
policy  less  than  half  claimed  to  know  much  about  that  country's  cultural 
achievements.   If  people  claimed  to  know  something  about  a  country's  cul- 
tural achievements,  then  the  overwhelming  majority  were  likely  to  know  some- 
thing about  that  country's  foreign  policy.  This  contrast  is  best  typified  by 
the  following  tables  concerning  the  United  States.  Tables  for  England, 
Prance,  and  Russia  would  only  show  similar  figures. 


"How  much,  would  you  say,  you  know  about  each  of  the 
following  aspects  of  American  life?  (Great  deal,  some 
knowledge,  little  or  no  knowledge?)" 


Foreign  Policy 


Great 

Little 

deal/Some 

or  no 

knowledge 

knowledge 

(514) 

(525) 

Cultural  Achievements 

Great  deal/Some 

knowledge 

^% 

%io 

Little  or  no  knowledge 

53 

91 

No  opinion 

2 

100^0 

10^0 

No 
opinion 


Great 


Cultural  Achievements 
Little 


deal/Some 

or  no 

knowledge 

knowledge 

(174) 

(649) 

Foreign  Polic^y 

Great  deal/Some 

knowledge               81?^o 

2(flo 

Little  or  no  knowledge     18 

73 

No  o^niwi                 I 

I 

it^o 

10(^0 

opinion 

"TuoT 


13 

lOM" 


13 


KNWLEDGE  OF  U.S.  CULTURE  RAISES  ASSESSMENT  OF  ITS  LEVEL  ... 

Despite  the  fact  that  most  V.'est  Germans  admit  that  they  do  not  have  much 
interest  in  American  cultural  achievements,  and  that  they  have  even  less  know- 
ledge of  such  achievements,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  wherever  there  is 
greater  knowledge,  the  level  of  assessment  assigned  to  America's  culture  is 
higher. 

This  conclusion  is  derived  from  the  table  below.  There,  one  can  see  that 
among  those  who  claimed  more  knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements,  the 
percentage  with  a  favorable  judgment  of  /unerica's  cultural  level  is  consider- 
ably higher  than  among  those  admitting  that  they  do  not  know  much  about  this 
subject.  The  differences  in  assessment  are  quite  striking.  Among  those  with 
some  knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements  seven  out  of  eight  (86^)  gave 
a  favorable  judgment  of  America's  culture  (score  of  +1  through  +5  on  the 
scalometer),  whereas  among  those  who  admitted  that  they  knew  little  or  nothing 
just  over  half  (57/^)  made  such  replies. 

If  analysis  is  confined  to  a  comparison  of  those  who  hod  the  most  favorable 
opinions  of  America's  cultural  level  (scores  of  +4  and  +5  only),  we  still  see 
that  among  those  with  some  knowledge  four  out  of  ten  (40^)  were  that  impressed  - 
as  contrasted  with  but  one  out  of  four  (26/o)  from  among  those  with  little  or 
no  knowledge. 


'How  high,  would  you  say,  the  cultural 
level  of  America  is  today?" 

+  5 

+  4 

+  3 

+  2 

+  1 

O/No  opinion 

-  1 

-  2 

-  5 

-  4 

-  5 


"How  much,  would  you  say,  you  know  about 
each  of  the  followino'  aspects  of  American 
life?  (Great  deal,  some  knowledge,  little 
or  no  knowledge?)"  Cultural  achievements. 

Great  deal/  Little 

Some  or  no 

knowledge  knowledge   No  opinion 
(174)       (649)       (174) 


26/o 
14 
17 
25 
6 


2 
2 
1 

1 
* 

10^ 


AC^o) 


in 

16 

8 

7 

38 

2 
2 
* 

1 

10^ 


br/o 


9 

10 

6 

5 
66 

1 

1 

10^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent, 
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OPINION  OF  U.S.  CULTURE,  Ha.VEVE?.,  NOT  BASED  UPON  AjMODNT  OF  KNOTLEDGE  ... 

In  the  section  just  previous  to  this,  we  have  seen  that  as  people  had 
(or  at  least  claimed  that  they  had)  a  better  knowledge  of  the  cultural 
achievements  in  the  tMited  States,  their  opinion  of  the  level  of  culture  in 

the  U.S.  went  up.  The  reverse  of  this  coin,  however,  does  not  reveal  the 
same  relationship.  That  is,  knowing  the  level  of  opinion  concerning  U.S. 
culture,  it  is  not  possible  to  know  anything  about  the  amount  of  knowledge 
such  individuals  have  about  American  cultural  achievements. 

Individuals  who  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  level  of  American 
culture  (answers  of  +4  or  +5)  are  found  to  have  the  same  amo\int  of  claimed 
knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements  as  those  who  have  a  mildly 
favorable  opinion  (scores  of  +3,  +2,  or  +l)  -  that  is,  2?  percent  say  that 

they  have  at  least  seme  knowledge. 

Switching  attention  over  to  those  who  actually  have  an  unfavorable 
opinion  of  the  level  of  American  culture  (any  score  from  -1  through  -5),  we 
find  that  practically  as  many  (21-;^)  also  claim  to  have  at  least  some  knowl- 
edge. Since  the  difference  between  the  two  figures  {2Tio   and  21^o)  is 
statistically  insignificant,  the  conclusion  must  be  accepted  that  there  is 
no  relationship  between  opinion  of  American  culture  and  the  amount  of 
knowledge  held  on  the  subject. 


"How  high,  would  you  say,  the  cultural 
level  of  America  is  today?" 


Favcrab 

Le  opinions 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

+i,  +5 

+3,  +2,  +1  ' 

Favorable 

Neutral 

Unfavorable 

(261) 

(300)   I 

(561) 

(555) 

(47) 

How  much,  would  you 

say, 

1 

you  know  about  each 

of  the 

i 

following  aspects  of 

American 

life?  (Great  deal. 

some 

knowledge,  little  or 

no 

knowledge?)"  Cultural 

i 

I 

achievements . 

Great  deal/Some 

knowledge 

2Tlo 

irio 

TTlo 

^io 

21/, 

Little  or  no 

1 

knowledge 

66 

65 

\          65 

70 

73 

No  opinion 

10^. 

8 

8 

26 

6 

lOO/o 

100^0 

lOO/o 

lOC/o 
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Part  III  -  U.S.  Cultvire  and  U.S.  Foreign  Policies 

Section  At  Relationship  between  Opinion  and  Kr.owledge  of  U.S.  Culture  and 
Reactions  to  U.S.  Foreign  Policy  Actions 

Since  the  basic  intent  of  this  investigation  was  to  examine  the  relation- 
ship (if  any)  between  regard  for  American  culture  and  acceptance  of  American 
foreign  policy  actions,  it  was  essential  to  look  closely  into  the  responses  of 
this  cross-section  of  West  German  respondents  to  determine  whether  those  who 
had  a  higher  regard  for  American  culture  were  also  the  ones  who  were  more 
likely  to  approve  of  American  actions  (as  posed  in  the  final  questions  of 
the  questionnaire).  In  order  to  examine  this  problem,  a  series  of  tabulations 
were  calculated  showing  the  replies  on  these  questions  concerning  American 
actions  according  to  v^hether  the  respondents  had  a  favorable  or  unfavorable 
opinion  of  the  state  of  American  culture  (as  revealed  by  the  first  question 
asking  for  on  assessment  of  the  level  of  U.S.  culture).  Net  Scores  -  calcu- 
lated by  subtracting  the  percentages  with  a  negative  or  unfavorable  (to  the 
U.S.)  reaction  from  that  for  those  with  a  favorable  reply  -  furnished  the 
basis  for  deciding  which  of  the  two  groups  had  the  more  desired  position. 

KNOWLEDGE,  NOT  OPINION,  OF  U.S.  CULTURE  A  DETEPillNAOT  OP  RK'lCTIONS  TO 
U.S.  FOPJbIGN  POLICIES  ... 

Comparisons  of  the  reactions  of  those  with  a  favorable  and  those  with  an 
unfavorable  opinion  of  U.S.  culture  showed  mixed  and  contradictory  tendencies. 
In  half  of  the  queries,  there  was  no  significant  difference  between  the  two 
groups,  while  in  the  remainder  sometimes  those  with  a  favorable  emd  sometimes 
those  with  an  unfavorable  view  of  U.S.  culture  held  the  more  positive  position. 
An  example  of  the  first  instance  (of  no  difference)  can  be  seen  in  replies 
concerning'  the  closeness  with  which  the  Federal  Republic  works  with  the  U.S. 
in  the  foreign  policy  field.  Both  groups  had  Net  Scores  of  +40.  On  the 
question  of  v/hethor  they  agreed  with  the  U.S.'s  Suez  policy,  those  with  an 
unfavorable  view  of  U.S.  culture  had  a  more  "acceptable"  view  (+42)  than  did 
those  with  a  favorable  assessment  of  U.S.  culture  (+25).  An  example  of  the 
other  extreme  will  be  found  on  the  question  of  v/hether  the  U.S.  or  the 
Soviets  are  oaking  the  more  serious  efforts  towards  general  disarmament.  On 
this  query,  those  with  a  favorable  view  of  Auerican  culture  had  a  Score  of 
+23,  while  those  with  an  \mfavorable  view  had  a  +I4.  All  of  th'^se  Scores., 
however,  can  be  noted  in  the  tables  to  follow. 

Inasmuch  as  separate  tabulation  of  reactions  to  U.S.  foreign  policy 
actions  on  the  basis  of  opinion  of  U.S.  culture  failed  to  reve«l  any  definite 
relationship,  a  similar  series  0''  tables  were  computed  on  the  basis  of  their 
claimed  knowledge  of  U.S.  cultui-l  achievements. 
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In  every  one  of  these  cases  it  was  found  that  people  with  at  least  some 
knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements  had  a,  more  desireable  reaction 
to  U.S.  foreign  policies  than  did  those  who  admitted  that  they  knew  little  or 
nothing  about  it.  Not  only  are  the  differences  in  reaction  consistent,  but 
they  are,  with  two  possible  exceptions,  overwhelmingly  significant. 

In  order  to  save  the  reader  from  having  to  pore  over  the  many  complicated 
tables  which  substantiate  the  foregoing,  only  a  few  illustrative  examples  will 
be  given  here,  with  especially  interested  readers  referred  to  Appendix  "A"  of 
this  report  for  the  entire  group. 

"In  your  opinion,  should  we  in  West  Germany  work  more  or 
less  closely  with  the  U.S.  in  pursuing  our  foreign  policy?" 


Knowledge 

Opinion 

of  U.S. 

Culture 

of  U.S. 

Culture 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

TOTAL 

Some 

None 

able 

able 

WEST  GERMANS 

(174) 

(649) 

(561)' 

(47) 

(963) 

More  closely 

63/0 

Aii'o 

52fo 

55-/i 

45/= 

Less  closely 

15 

12 

12 

15 

11 

Independent  course 

or  to 

the   same  extent 

as  now 

(Volunteered) 

16 

17 

21 

13 

16 

No  opinion 

8 
lOOfo 

50, 
lOCf/o 

lOCf/o 

lOCP/o 

^1 
lOOfo 

NET  SCORE 

+  50 

+  29 

+  40 

+  40 

+  32 

"Did  you  approve  or  disapprove  of  U.S.  actions  during 
the  Suez  crisis?" 


Approve 
Disapprove 
No  opinion 

NET  SCORE 


53^0 
23 

i5^ 
+  30 


15 


100% 
+  21 


437^ 
20 

100% 
+  23 


57/- 

15 

28 

10^ 

+  42 


57/0 
15 

10^ 
+  22 


'How  about  the  Lebanon  crisis? 
actions  there?" 


Did  you  approve  of  U.S. 


Approve 
Disapprove 
No  opinion 

NET  SCORE 


41/ 

22fo 

Wo 

36/ 

24/ 

21 

16 

18 

28 

15 

38 

62 

52 

36 

61 

.OOfo 

100^0 

lOOfo 

lOOfo 

lOCffo 

20 


+  12 


"In  youjT  opinion,  which  country  -  the  U.S.  or  the  U.S.S.R.  - 
is  making  the  more  serious  efforts  at  the  present  time  towards 
general  disarmament?" 


U.S. 

U.S.S.R. 

Both  equal  (Vol\mteered ) 

Neither  making  any 

(Volimteered) 
Don't  know 

NET  SCORE 


35/ 

5 
13 


lofe 

+  30 


26'^b 

8 

10 

34 
22 

10^ 

+  18 
17  - 


31/ 

8 
12 

36 

1^ 
+  23 


27/ 

13 

11 

47 
2 

10^ 

+  14 


27/ 

7 
10 

34 
22 

10^ 

+  20 


HOWEVER,  REGARDLESS  OF  OPINION  OF  OR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  U.S.  CULTURE,  ONLY  TV/0  OUT  OF 
TEN  WOULD  WANT  THE  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  TO  FIGHT  ALONGSIDE  THE  U.S.  IF  THE  RUSSIANS 
ATTACKED  THE  U.S.  DIRECTLY  ... 

Despite  the  generally  pro-U.S.  or  favorable  attitude  revealed  towards 
almost  every  one  of  the  aspects  of  U.S.  policy  actions  or  positions,  only 
with  respect  to  the  last  question  were  large  majorities  found  deserting  the 
U.S.  The  question,  however,  was  of  the  S  64  variety  and  admittedly  a  severe 
one  in  that  it  asked  theni  what  they  would  like  to  do  in  the  event  that  the 
Soviets  attacked  the  U.S.  directly  without  attacking  Europe.  The  possibili- 
ties offered  were:  To  remain  neutral,  to  support  the  U.S.  with  non-military 
means  (i.e.  diplomatically  or  economically),  or  to  come  to  our  aid  with 
troops. 

Two  out  of  three  preferred  to  stay  out  of  it  by  either  remaining  neutral 
(roughly  half  of  the  population)  or  helping  us  non-militarily.  Only  about 
two  people  out  of  ten  were  so  solidly  on  oxir  side  that  they  would  want  the 
Federal  Republic  to  become  militarily  involved. 

This  is  one  of  the  instances  where  the  differences  in  reaction  between 
those  with  and  those  without  knowledge  of  U.S.  cultiire  were  minor  (Net 
Scores  of  -44  and  -49). 

"Now  to  the  last  question:  Suppose  the  Russians  launched  an 
attack  directly  at  the  U.S.  without  attacking  Europe,  what 
do  you  think  we  should  do?  Should  we  stay  neutral,  only 
support  the  U.S.  with  non-military  means,  or  should  we  support 
the  U.S.  with  troops?" 

Knowledge         Opinion 
of  U.S.  Cultxire   of  U.S.  Culture 

Favor-  Unfavor-    TOTAL 
Some   None     able   able       \7EST  GERMANS 
(1747    (^497    "75617   WV  U^ 

Stay  neutral  49^0  547^)  52?^)  49fo)  5^0 

Support  the  U.S.  non-  )  )  )  )  ) 

militarily  (diplonati-  )6ef/o       )66^'>  )69fo         )iafo  )(>% 

cally  or  with  economic  )  )  )  )  ) 

aid)  19  )  12  )  17  )  21  )  15  ) 

Support  the  U.S.  with 

troops  24  17  20  26  17 

Don't  know              8  17  11  4  18 

10^  10(^0  10^  100^0  lOC^o 

NET  SCORE  -  44   -  49       -  49    -  44        -  48 
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Section  B;  How  Does  Kriowledge  of  Other  Areas  of  American  Life  Affect 
Reactions  to  U.S.  Forei^-n  Policy  Actions? 

Having  seen,  in  Section  A  of  this  part  of  the  report,  how  knowledge  of 
American  culture  is  an  important  determinant  of  reaction  to  U.S.  foreign 
policy  actions,  it  now  becomes  important  to  ascertain  the  relative  importance 
of  knowledge  of  American  cultural  achievements  vis-a-vis  knowledge  of  the 
other  elements  of  American  life  concerning  which  we  have  West  German  self- 
assessments,  i.e.  social  problems,  foreign  policy,  and  economy. 

In  Part  II,  information  was  presented  concerning  the  extent  to  which  our 
West  German  informants  claimed  to  have  some  knowledge  concerning  American  social 
problems,  American  foreign  policy,  cultural  achievements,  and  economy.  To 
parallel  the  analysis  performed  in  Section  A  of  Part  HI,  three  additional 
series  of  tables  were  tabulated  and  Net  Scores  calculated.  As  with  knowledge 
of  American  cultural  achievements,  the  reactions  to  various  American  policy 
actions  of  those  claiming  to  have  at  least  some  knowledge  of  American  social 
problems  (as  against  those  who  admitted  they  knew  nothing);  of  those  saying 
they  had  at  least  some  knowledge  of  U.S.  foreign  policy,  and  then  finally  the 
reactions  of  those  who  claimed  some  knowledge  of  the  American  economy  were 
ascertained. 

Tabulations  identical  to  those  in  the  previous  Section  were  calculated 
(see  Appendix  "B").  Here  in  the  report  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  the 
Net  Scores  of  those  who  claimed  at  least  some  knowledge  when  asked  about 
these  four  fields  of  American  life. 

KNOWLEDGE  IN  ALL  FOUR  APJIAS  OF  AIviERICAN  LIFE  EQUALLY  MPORTANT  . . . 

ri?u3  the  following  special  Summary  Table  one  may  note  that  there  are  no 
significant  variations  in  the  sizes  of  the  Net  Scores  on  a  given  question. 
\¥hether  the  question  asks  for  West  German  opinion  concerning  the  degree  to  ■ 
which  the  Federal  Republic  should  work  with  the  U.S.,  or  whether  it  asks  for 
agreement  -with  U.S.  actions  at  the  time  of  the  Suez  and  Lebanon  crises,  those 
who  claimed  some  knowledge  have  roughly  the  same  Net  Scores,  while  those 
who  admitted  that  they  knew  little  or  nothing  had  their  own  level. 


A  difference  of  at  least  8  points  is  necessary. 
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Section  C;  Index  of  Kno-wledge,  and  its  Influence  on  Opinions  of  U.S. 
Foreign  Policy  Actions 

Inasniuch  as  it  was  ascertained,  for  the  sar.ple  as  a  •whole,  that  claimed 
knowledge  of  Aaerican  life  appeared  to  influence  the  degree  of  "pro-American" 
reaction  to  the  policies  and  actions  favored  by  the  U.S.,  it  became  necessary 
as  a  final  step  in  the  analysis  to  determine  if  there  was  any  cumulative 
effect  for  individuals  where  knowledge  was  clained  in  one,  two,  three,  or  even 
all  four  of  the  areas  about  which  questions  were  put. 

The  first  step  in  this  final  procediore  was  to  "edit"  the  replies  of  each 
individvial  respondent,  in  order  to  determine  whether  he  claimed  at  least  some 
knowledge  (of  American  life)  in  one,  two,  three,  four  or  no  areas.  Naturally, 
then,  five  groups  were  obtained.  The  reactions  of  each  of  these  groups  to 
the  questions  about  U.S.  policy  actions  were  then  tabulated  and  compared  for 
any  significances  of  differences  which  night  occur. 

NO  SIGNIFICAIIT  DIFFERSKCES  OCCUR  WHERE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  MORE  THAN  ONE  AREA 
OF  U.S.  LIFE  CUHSD  ... 

Actually,  of  course,  all  of  the  applicable  tables  of  this  type  were 
tabulated,  but  it  will  suffice  for  our  purposes  here  if  we  examine  the  table 
below  as  typical  of  those  found. 

It  shows  that  the  opinions  of  those  individuals  who  claimed  at  least 
some  knowledge  of  American  life  in  more  th^an  one  of  the  four  areas  (i.e.  in 
two,  three,  or  all  four)  had  pretty  much  the  same  stands,  whereas  those 
people  who  claimed  some  knowledge  of  only  one  area,  or  of  none  made 
significantly  different  responses.   In  our  particular  example,  it  can  be 
seen  that  among  those  with  claimed  knowledge  of  all  four  areas,  46  per  cent 
approved  of  U.S.  military  defense  of  Formosa,  while  among  those  claiming 
knowledge  in  three  or  two  areas,  the  figures  were  49  percent  and  4I  percent, 
respectively,  nmong  those  claiming  knowledge  in  only  one  respect,  the 
percentage  dropped  to  ^6   percent,  while  among  those  admitting  complete 
ignorance,  the  percentage  granting  approval  plummets  to  21  percent. 
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Making  use  of  the  Net  Score  concept,  it  can  easily  be  noted  that  this 
figure  which  is  +5,  +9,  and  +9  for  those  with  knowledge  of  four,  three,  or 
two  areas,  drops  to  -1  and  to  -5  for  those  with  knowledge  of  only  one  area 
or  no  knowledge. 

"How  much,  would  you  say,  you  know  about  each 
of  the  following  aspects  of  American  life? 
(Great  deal,  some  knowledge,  little  or  no 
knowledge?)" 


'Communist-China  has  repeatedly 
threatened  to  attack  Chiang 
Kai-shek  on  Fornosa.  Suppose  the 
U.S.  comes  to  his  defense  with 
military  support  in  such  an  event, 
would  you  approve  or  disapprove 
of  U.S.  actions?" 


Knowledge  of 

No 
knowledge 

4  areas 
(75) 

5  areas     2  areas 
(88)             (107) 

1  area 
(108)- 

App] 

rove 

46/o 

49/o 

41^ 

56/o 

21^ 

Disapprove 

41 

40 

32 

57 

26 

Don' 

•t  know 

1?,, 
loa/o 

11 
lOQF/o 

27, 

10(7/3 

27 

lOOfo 

100^0 

NET 

SCORE 

+    5 

+    9 

+    9 

-   1 

-    5 

On  the  basis  of  such  data,  it  was  decided  that  individxials  with  knowledge 
of  more  than  one  area  could  safely  be  grouped  together  for  comparison  with 
those  claiming  some  knowledge  of  American  life  in  only  one  respect,  and  with 

those  admitting  complete  ignorance. 

To  summarize  the  results  of  these  tabulations,  the  following  Sximmary 
Table  has  been  prepared.  In  the  first  column  will  be  found  the  Net  Scores 
on  each  of  the  questions  concerning  U.S.  policy  actions  of  those  who  claimed 
some  knowledge  in  two  or  more  areas;  the  second  column  represents  the  Net 
Scores  of  those  claiming  some  knowledge  in  only  one  of  the  four  areas;  and 
then  in  the  last  column  we  can  see  the  Net  Scores  of  that  majority  which 
admitted  knowing  nothing  about  all  four  areas. 

GAU^  IN  PRO-U.S.  ATTITUDE  GRE^VTER  ^JTIffiN  KNOWLEDGE  OF  U.S.  GOES  FROM  ZERO 
TO  ONE  TH^iN  WHEN  IT  GOES  UP  FURTHER  . . . 

The  greater  value  to  be  gained  from  imparting  at  least  sone  knowledge  of 
the  U.S.  (regardless  of  which  aspect  it  is)  to  those  who  are  unfamiliar 
with  us,  as  against  the  admittedly  not  insignificemt  additional  gains  to  be 
achieved  by  adding  further  knowledge  to  those  already  having  some,  can  be 
read  into  the  following  figures. 
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The  Net  Scores  of  those  with  knowledge  in  two  or  more  areas  are  usually- 
higher  than  the  sane  Scora!  for  those  with  Icnowledge  of  only  one  area. 
However,  it  is  most  noteworthy  that  the  sum  of  the  differences  of  the  Net 
Scores  between  the  first  two  groups  (55  points)  is  far  smaller  than  th&t 
between  those  with  knowledge  of  one  area  and  thos.e  with  no  knowledge  at  all 
(95  points)  J  J 


Sugjnary  Table 


Net  Scores 

of 

Reactions  tc  U.S. 

Policies  Based 

on  - 

Knowledge 
of  two  or 
ir.ore  areas 
of  U.S. 
life 

I 

Knowledge 
of  only 
one  area 
of  U.S. 
life 
II 

No 

knowledge 
of  U.S. 
life 
III 

Difference 
I-II 

Difference 
H-IXI 

\7ork  with  U.S.  on 
foreign  policy 

+  48 

+  50 

+  25 

18 

5 

Approve  of  U.S. 
actions  at  Suez 

+  34 

+  25 

+  16 

11 

7 

Approve  of  U.S. 

actions  in  Lebanon 

+  18 

+  20 

+  3 

-  2 

17 

Approve  U.S.  defense 
of  Fornosa 

+  6 

-  1 

-  5 

9 

4 

U.S.  more  interested 
in  A-test  ban 

+  4 

+  11 

+  8 

-  7 

3 

U.S.  more  interested 
in  general  disarmament 

+  52 

+  25 

+  15 

7 

10 

Confidence  in  NATO 

+  53 

+  29 

+  8 

4 

21 

Continue  in  NATO 

+  64 

+  58 

+  30 

6 

28 

Fight  for  U.S. 

-  42 

-  51 

-  51 

TOTAL 

_2_ 
55 

95 
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